
Hello First Church family. 

I wish that I could tell you 

that I am completely recov-

ered from my cough, but 

I’m still coughing. I am 

getting lots of rest and ex-

ercise during my time 

away, and that is helping 

me to feel so much better. I 

trust that I will return to 

work with much more en-

ergy, ready to work with 

the Children’s Summer 

Camp, the community 

Back2School program, the 

youth local mission focus 

toward the end of the sum-

mer, and to putting more 

effort into hiring a new 

Children and Youth Direc-

tor. Please continue to pray 

for us to fill this position 

with someone who will be 

an excellent fit to the staff 

at First United Methodist 

Church.  

These are all mission and 

ministry programs that are 

important to focus on this 

summer. It seems, howev-

er, that lately that dreaded 

word “disaffiliation” has 

taken up much of my time 

and energy. This is not the 

focus Jesus wants us to 

have. We are to concentrate 

on our mission of making 

disciples of Jesus Christ for 

the transformation of the 

world. We begin by loving 

the Lord our God with all 

our hearts, with all our 

souls, and with all our 

strength, and with all our 

minds, and loving our 

neighbors as ourselves 

(Luke 10:27). From the ba-

sis of this love, love will 

pour out from the church 

into our community. In-

stead of hearing words of 

condemnation, anger, and 

disunity (as I currently 

hear from some churches 

and leaders in and leaving 

our denomination), we will 

continue to be known for 

our love.  

I know that I’m writing 

from a level of knowing 

way too much about what 

is going on in our denomi-

nation, and that there are 

people in our church who 

don’t know very much 

about all of this and are 

seeking answers to their 

questions. I have included 

a list of facts in this news-
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letter that, I hope, will help 

to answer some of these 

questions. Please continue 

to look at the vaumc.org 

website for current infor-

mation. From the main 

page, you can scroll down 

and find a disaffiliation 

tab. Clicking on this tab 

will give you different re-

sources of information and 

disinformation about UM 

churches in Virginia and 

across the denomination. I 

will be returning to work 

on May 3. Please reach out 

to me if you have questions 

and want to talk; I’m hap-

py to meet with you. 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Faith 

tions are Ramen noodles, 

canned fruit, instant oat-

meal/grits, Vienna sausag-

es, Mac & cheese, Chef Bo-

yardee, Cup-o-Soup, juice 

Boxes, instant coffee, pea-

nut butter, crackers, trail 

mix, jerky, granola bars, 

pop tarts, shelf stable milk 

boxes, water and flavoring packets. 

The youth, along with Annette Huck-

feldt and Anne Moore, took a shop-

ping trip to our local Food Lion to 

purchase items to stock Karen’s pan-

try.  They have asked the church to 

help with this project.   

Boxes are in the narthex of the chapel 

and sanctuary and in the hallway 

outside Karen’s office. Some sugges-

Our Youth Are Putting Their Money Where Their Mouths Are! 



On Sunday, May 21, at 4pm, the Mu-

sic Ministries of First Church will 

present a Musical Extravaganza Concert, 

featuring some of 

the finest ensem-

bles and musicians 

of the Martinsville 

area. Joining forces 

with the adult and 

youth choirs of 

FUMC will be Beth 

Chapman, Ann Nichols, Spencer 

Koger (Director of Music at First 

Presbyterian) and Dr. Pamela Ran-

dall and the smaller chamber ensem-

ble of Smith River Singers, Still Wa-

ter . Also, featuring special musi-

cians, this concert will hopefully be-

come an annual spring event to cele-

brate the music ministries at our 

church and community before sum-

mer begins! 

On Sunday, 

May 7, at 

4pm, the 

smaller 

chamber en-

semble of 

Smith River Singers, called the Still 

Water Ensemble, will present their 

spring concert in our sanctuary. Un-

der the direction of Dr. Pam Randall,  

this ensemble will present choral mu-

sic of Dan Forrest, René Clausen, 

Randall Stroope, as well as musical 

showstoppers from the Broadway 

musicals Rent, Les Misérables, The 

Greatest Showman and Dear Evan Han-

sen. 

 

 

 

On May 1, at 

7pm, our youth 

choir will join 

forces with the 

Smith River Sing-

ers in their spring 

concert entitled 

Give My Regards 

to Broadway! at the Galilean House of 

Worship. Under the direction of Dr. 

Pamela Randall, the youth will sing 

on a medley from the Broadway mu-

sical, The Lion King, also featuring the 

Bassett High 

School Band of 

Distinction. 

Dressed in their 

new uniforms, I 

know our youth 

choir will shine! 

Please plan to at-

tend and support our wonderful 

youth choir at First Church! 

Mark Your Calendars for MUSIC in MAY at First Church! 
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Anyone Interested in Card Making? 

We are planning an introductory class for adults 

interested in making cards to send to church mem-

bers throughout the year. The class will be held at 

the church.  Since we need 

to purchase supplies, there 

will be a $5 fee.  Register by 

calling the church office or 

Laura Elkins (276-252-3292 

and leave a message).  The 

class will be held in May or June, depending on the number of people 

interested. 

 

https://vaumc.org/general-

conference-2022/ 



 This debate has been ongoing for 
over 50 years.  In 1972, language 
was added to the “Book of Disci-
pline” stating homosexuals are 
“persons of sacred worth…
entitled to have their human and 
civil rights ensured.”  It also add-
ed that the church does not 
“condone the practice of homo-
sexuality” and considers it 
“incompatible with Christian 
teaching.”  It was officially 
against church law to marry or 
ordain homosexuals. 

 In 2016 the UMC was on the 
verge of breaking apart due to 
some Conferences and church 
leaders wanting to remove that 
language from the Discipline, 
some Conferences and leaders 
not upholding the Discipline and 
allowing gay marriages to take 
place in churches and the ordina-
tion of gay pastors, most notably 
Bishop Karen Oliveto who was 
consecrated in 2016 at the West-
ern Jurisdictional Conference.  

 General Conference is the only 
body who can change denomina-
tional church law and is regular-
ly held every four years; 2016 
was quite divisive and painful 
for both sides of the argument. 

 A special 2019 General Confer-
ence was held to look specifically 
at plans for moving forward in 
the midst of this division.  Three 
plans were brought forward.  

 A plan to strengthen and up-
hold the language of incompati-
bility and restrictions against 
gay marriage and ordination. 

 A plan to remove this language 
from the Discipline and allow 
full inclusion of gay marriage, 
ordination and leadership with-
in the church. 

 A centrist plan allowing Confer-
ences and churches to make 
their own decisions on whether 
or not to allow gay marriage 
and ordination, while allowing 
that others might decide differ-

ently, but committing to remain 
together as a denomination 

 The plan to strengthen and up-
hold the language of incompati-
bility passed by narrow margin.   

 Paragraph 2553 was added to the 
“Book of Discipline” to allow 
churches who could not remain 
United Methodist and maintain 
the current church law to leave 
the denomination with their 
property. 

 Paragraph 2553 sets the proce-
dure for disaffiliation and cannot 
be changed by Conferences or 
Bishops. 

 A date to complete disaffiliations 
was set for Dec. 31, 2023 with the 
expectation that this wording 
could be revised when General 
Conference met again in 2020 for 
its regular four-year meeting.  

 Covid delayed General Confer-
ence meeting until its now sched-
uled meeting for May 2024. 

Disaffiliation History Facts 

Page 3 First Fruits 

Book of Discipline: ¶2553. Disaffiliation over Human Sexuality 

The Book of Discipline of The Unit-
ed Methodist Church -- 2019 Adden-
dum 

Section VIII. Disaffiliation of Local 
Churches Over Issues Related to 
Human Sexuality 
 
¶ 2553. Disaffiliation of a Local 
Church Over Issues Related to Hu-
man Sexuality. 

1. Because of the current deep con-
flict within The United Methodist 
Church around issues of human 
sexuality, a local church shall 
have a limited right, under the 
provisions of this paragraph, to 

disaffiliate from the denomina-
tion for reasons of conscience 
regarding a change in the re-
quirements and provisions of the 
Book of Discipline related to the 
practice of homosexuality or the 
ordination or marriage of self-
avowed practicing homosexuals 
as resolved and adopted by the 
2019 General Conference, or the 
actions or inactions of its annual 
conference related to these issues 
which follow. 

2. Time Limits. 
The choice by a local church to 
disaffiliate with The United 
Methodist Church under this 

paragraph shall be made in suffi-
cient time for the process for exit-
ing the denomination to be com-
plete prior to December 31, 2023. 
The provisions of ¶ 2553 expire 
on December 31, 2023 and shall 
not be used after that date. 

3.  Decision Making Process. 
The church conference shall be 
conducted in accordance with 
¶248 and shall be held within 
one hundred twenty (120) days 
after the district superintendent 
calls for the church conference. In 
addition to the provisions of       
¶ 246.8, special attention shall be 
made to give broad notice to the 

Continued on page 4 



full professing membership of 
the local church regarding the 
time and place of a church con-
ference called for this purpose 
and to use all means necessary, 
including electronic communica-
tion where possible, to communi-
cate. The decision to disaffiliate 
from The United Methodist 
Church must be approved by a 
two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of 
the professing members of the 
local church present at the 
church conference. 

4. Process Following Decision to 
Disaffiliate from The United 
Methodist Church. 
If the church conference votes to 
disaffiliate from The United 
Methodist Church, the terms and 
conditions for that disaffiliation 
shall be established by the board 
of trustees of the applicable an-
nual conference, with the advice 
of the cabinet, the annual confer-
ence treasurer, the annual confer-
ence benefits officer, the director 
of connectional ministries, and 
the annual conference chancellor. 
The terms and conditions, in-
cluding the effective date of dis-
affiliation, shall be memorialized 
in a binding Disaffiliation Agree-
ment between the annual confer-
ence and the trustees of the local 
church, acting on behalf of the 
members. That agreement must 
be consistent with the following 
provisions: 
 
a) Standard Terms of the Disaf-

filiation Agreement.  
The General Council on Finance 
and Administration shall devel-
op a standard form for Disaffilia-
tion Agreements under this para-
graph to protect The United 
Methodist Church as set forth in 
¶ 807.9. The agreement shall in-
clude a recognition of the validi-
ty and applicability of ¶ 2501, 

notwithstanding the release of 
property therefrom. Annual con-
ferences may develop additional 
standard terms that are not in-
consistent with the standard 
form of this paragraph. 
 
b) Apportionments. 
The local church shall pay any 
unpaid apportionments for the 
12 months prior to disaffiliation, 
as well as an additional 12 
months of apportionments. 
 
c) Property. 
A disaffiliating local church shall 
have the right to retain its real 
and personal, tangible and intan-
gible property. All transfers of 
property shall be made prior to 
disaffiliation. All costs for trans-
fer of title or other legal work 
shall be borne by the disaffiliat-
ing local church. 
 
d) Pension Liabilities.  
The local church shall contribute 
withdrawal liability in an 
amount equal to its pro rata 
share of any aggregate unfunded 
pension obligations to the annual 
conference. The General Board of 
Pension and Health Benefits shall 
determine the aggregate funding 
obligations of the annual confer-
ence using market factors similar 
to a commercial annuity provid-
er, from which the annual confer-
ence will determine the local 
church’s share. 
 
e) Other Liabilities. 
The local church shall satisfy all 
other debts, loans, and liabilities, 
or assign and transfer them to its 
new entity, prior to disaffiliation. 
f) Payment Terms.  
Payment shall occur prior to the 
effective date of departure. 
 
g) Disaffiliating Churches Con-
tinuing as Plan Sponsors of the 

General Board of Pension and 
Health Benefits Plans. 
The United Methodist Church 
believes that a local church disaf-
filiating under ¶2553 shall con-
tinue to share common religious 
bonds and convictions with The 
United Methodist Church based 
on shared Wesleyan theology 
and tradition and Methodist 
roots, unless the local church ex-
pressly resolves to the contrary. 
As such, a local church disaffiliat-
ing under ¶ 2553 shall continue 
to be eligible to sponsor volun-
tary employee benefit plans 
through the General Board of 
Pension and Health Benefits un-
der ¶ 1504.2, subject to the appli-
cable terms and conditions of the 
plans. 

h) Once the disaffiliating local 
church has reimbursed the appli-
cable annual conference for all 
funds due under the agreement, 
and provided that there are no 
other outstanding liabilities or 
claims against The United Meth-
odist Church as a result of the 
disaffiliation, in consideration of 
the provisions of this paragraph, 
the applicable annual conference 
shall release any claims that it 
may have under ¶ 2501 and other 
paragraphs of The Book of Disci-
pline of The United Methodist 
Church commonly referred to as 
the trust clause, or under the 
agreement. 

[Note: In Decision 1379, the Judicial Council 
clarified that the process of disaffiliation by a 
local church is not finalized until a simple 
majority of the annual conference acts to ap-
prove the motion for disaffiliation.]  
From The Book of Discipline of The United Meth-
odist Church - 2019 Addendum. © 2019 by The 
United Methodist Publishing House. Used by 
permission. 

 

(For churches not leaving the  

denomination, there is  

no need for a vote.) 

Book of Discipline: ¶2553. Disaffiliation over Human Sexuality 

Page 4 May 2023 



First Church will be collaborating 

with nine Uptown churches this year 

for the Back2School event.  All regis-

trations and the big event will occur 

at the Uptown Ministry Center. 

Registration is July 15 from noon to 3 

and from 6 to 8 on July 25.  The vol-

unteers will greet the families, regis-

ter the names, and measure the feet.   

Pack the bus is July 21 -23, all day by 

shifts.  These volunteers will hand 

out school supply lists and collect the 

items from those willing to donate. 

This will be done in two hour shifts, 

usually at Walmart, but location has 

not yet been announced. 

The big event will be August 5. We 

will need parking lot attendants, 

greeters, foot washers, foot tub fillers, 

clothes closet workers. 

If you can help, please let us know.   

We are sponsoring 25 children at 

$22.00 each.  The children will receive 

shoes, socks, backpacks and school 

supplies.  What a blessing for just 

$22! 

Back2School Time Again! 

Melanie Soulos 5/24 
Terry Hawks 5/26 
Maddy Bassett 5/27 
Dale Farrell 5/27 
Winston Whitmore 5/28 
Arlene Smith 5/28 
Kevin Laine 5/28 
Annette Huckfeldt 5/31 
Allie Laine 5/31 
 
Anniversaries 

Robert & Janine Lackey  5/16 
Doug & Telisha Williams 5/16 
Eddie & Melissa White 5/18 
Bob & Martha Clark 5/22 
Greg & Sarah Surratt 5/25 

Libby Deal 5/11 
Finley Underwood 5/12 
Will Gravely 5/12 
Anthony Burkhart 5/12 
Taylor Roach 5/13 
Doug Riddle 5/15 
Derick Soper 5/15 
Jim Severt 5/16 
Kenny Gross 5/17 
Susan Crafton 5/18 
Tyler Wooldridge 5/18 
Rena Edwards 5/19 
Allan Myers 5/21 
George Lyle 5/21 
Jan Reed 5/23 
Gus Morgan 5/24 

Birthdays 
Ray Harm 5/1 
Rose Howell 5/2 
Staci Soper 5/2 
Betty Carol Swinney 5/2 
Judy McGhee 5/3 
Danny Critz 5/5 
Franz-Hahr Phillips 5/6 
Sidney Allen 5/7 
Ruth Bassett 5/7 
Margaret Lewis 5/7 
Lawrence Severt 5/8 
Erin Givens 5/9 
Karen Turney 5/9 
Marilyn Vaughn 5/10 
Robert Lackey 5/10 

Birthdays and Anniveraries 
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Hold the Dates! 

Children’s Summer Bible Camp 

For the ELC and FUMC Children 

June 27-29 

   

This camp is still in the planning phase, but mark your calendars for  
Tuesday- Thursday mornings of this week!!!  More details to come soon! 

 
This camp will have a LIMITED number of participants so  

PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED.   
Call the church office to reserve your child a spot!   

And volunteers are always welcomed! 
  

  



146 E. Main Street 

Martinsville, VA 24112 

First United Methodist Church 

Phone:    276-638-8733 

Email:     office@fumcmartinsville.net 

Website:  fumcmartinsville.net  

Seniors Unlimited will meet 

Wednesday, May 17, at noon in 

the fellowship hall.  The menu 

is covered dish salads of all 

types!  The 

bluegrass 

band, One 

Day, at a 

Time will 

perform.  

This is the 

last meet-

ing until 

September.  All are invited!  

Hope to see you there! 
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May Calendar of Events 

Mondays 3:15pm Youth Choir 

Tuesdays 10:00am Lunch Bunch 

Wednesdays 7:00pm Adult Chancel Choir 

Thursdays 12:00pm Prayer Shawl Ministry  

  (Conference Room) 

 

May 7 4:00pm Still Water Concert (Sanctuary) 

May 9 7:00pm Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee 

  (Conference Room) 

May 17 12:00pm Seniors Unlimited 

May 20 8:30am Food Bank & Clothes Closet 

May 21 4:00pm Musical Extravaganza Concert  

 

Karen will be on vacation the week of May 14. 

  


